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Deposit Foundation helpsseniorsget around

Tessie Smith loved towalk to local
stores, doctors' appointments, and to visit
friendsfrom her centrally-located homein
Deposit. Though her husband of over 50
years had passed away several years ago,
Tessie was doing agood job of managing
things on her own without much help from
friendsand family (all of her adult children
live over 100 milesaway and visitsfrom
them arerare). Though she never learned
how to drive a car, Tessie was doing just
fine on her own two feet.

But as Tessie grew older (sheisnow in
her early 90's), getting around on her own
becameincreasingly
difficult. She could no
longer walk to do her
errands, visit friends, or
to see her doctor for
appointments. Many of
the friends she used to
call onfor rideswere
no longer driving.
Tessie was becoming
increasingly lonely and
frustrated that she
couldn’t go out.

Thankfully, the De-
posit Foundation and
Rural Housing Ser-

Now with the assistance of the Deposit
Foundation’s Transportation Program,
Tessieis given rides to her doctors' ap-
pointments by avolunteer driver. The vol-
unteer and his wife have befriended
Tessie, and they sometimes take her out to
anicelunch following her appointments.

Tessieis aso involved with the
organization’s Senior Companion Pro-
gram, which provides seniors transporta-
tion to businesses in Deposit to run er-
rands. Every Friday, the van transports up
to six seniorsto downtown Deposit, where
they have breakfast or lunch together,

A volunteer for the Deposit Foundation loads groceries into the
organization’s minivan for an elderly client. The organization
transports seniorsliving in rural Deposit who are unable to get

vices was there to save
the day. The organiza-

tion helps seniorslike
Tessiewholivein De-
posit get to doctors
appointments in Deposit and surrounding
areas and to run basic errands like grocery
shopping and banking. Deposit is asmall
rural town with no public transportation or
taxi service, which makesit extremely diffi-
cult for those without their own transpor-
tation to get around. The ones most af-
fected by this are seniors who cannot
drive due to age or who are unable to own
their own vehicle.

around on their own.

shop inlocal stores, and socialize. Thevol-
unteers also run errands for them, carry
their packages into the van and into their
homes, and make sure they get in and out
of the van safely. For seniors with poor
eyesight, the volunteers help them read la-
bels while they are shopping and describe
the scenery as they areriding.

Because of Deposit Foundation, Tessie
is able to get the transportation and the

help she needs and still livein her home-
town of Deposit. Though livinginarural
areacan bedifficult for many seniors, De-
posit Foundation helps make their lives
easier by providing them with the trans-
portation services they need.

Tessie now livesin asenior apartment
complex on the outskirts of Deposit, where
she shares her life with other seniorslike
herself who utilize the Deposit
Foundation’s services.

Deposit Foundation and United

Way givesenior citizensalift

The Deposit Foundation’s Transporta-
tion Program and Senior Companion Pro-
gram are both funded by United Way of
Broome County. In 2002, Deposit Founda-
tion used your United Way contribution to
provide over 500 ridesfor seniorslike
Tessie to appointments and other impor-
tant errands. The organi zation has approxi-
mately 10 volunteers who drive its seven-
passenger minivan. Because of volunteers
and contributors like you, seniors without
transportation living in Deposit don’'t have
to be homebound.

To learn more about the Deposit Foun-
dation, or to learn how to become avolun-
teer, call 467-4000 or visititsweb site at
www.tds.net/depositchamber/
Foundation.html.

When you support “what matters’
inthe 2003 United Way Campaign,
you may win a2004 Nissan Sentra
courtesy of Serafini Nissan-Volvo, or
$1,000 in groceries courtesy of
Wegmans.

Y/

%

United Way

of Broome County, Inc.

P.O. Box 550, Binghamton, NY 13902-0550
phone: (607) 729-2592 / fax: (607) 729-2597

e-mail: info@uwbroome / Internet: www.unitedwaybroome.otg



